
 
 
More than one billion people — one sixth of the world's population — suffer from chronic hunger. Without 
enough food, adults struggle to work and children struggle to learn. Global food supplies must increase by an 
estimated 50 percent to meet expected demand in the next 20 years. Advancing sustainable agricultural-led 
growth increases the availability of food, keeps food affordable, and raises the incomes of the poor. 
 
The U.S. is committed to working as part of a collaborative global effort centered around country-led processes 
to improve food security. We are working with stakeholders to advance action that addresses the needs of 
small-scale farmers and agri-businesses, and harnesses the power of women to drive economic growth. We will 
increase our investment in agriculture development while maintaining our support for humanitarian food 
assistance. 
 
Principles for Advancing Global Food Security 
 
1.       Comprehensively address the underlying causes of hunger and under-nutrition  
2.       Invest in country-led plans  
3.       Strengthen strategic coordination  
4.       Leverage the benefits of multilateral institutions  
5.       Make sustained and accountable commitments 
 
Key Documents and Websites: 
·         State Department Global Hunger and Food Security Website 
·         USAID Fact Sheet on Food Security  
·         U.S. Government Global Hunger and Food Security Initiative Consultation Document  
 
From the NGO Community:   
·         Roadmap to End Global Hunger 
·         Bread for the World on Global Hunger 
 
What is FEWS NET?  
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) is a USAID-funded activity that collaborates with 
international, regional, and national partners to provide timely and rigorous early warning and vulnerability 
information on emerging and evolving food security issues. FEWS NET professionals in the Africa, Central 
America, Haiti, Afghanistan, and the United States monitor and analyze relevant data and information in terms 
of its impacts on livelihoods and markets to identify potential threats to food security.  
Once these issues are identified, FEWS NET uses a suite of communications and decision support products to 
help decision makers act to mitigate food insecurity. These products include monthly food security updates for 
25 countries, regular food security outlooks, and alerts, as well as briefings and support to contingency and 
response planning efforts. More in-depth studies in areas such as livelihoods and markets provide additional 
information to support analysis as well as program and policy development.  
FEWS NET also focuses its efforts on strengthening early warning and food security networks. Activities in this 
area include developing capacity, building, and strengthening networks, developing policy-useful information, 
and building consensus around food security problems and solutions. 


